	
Temperature Policy


[image: ]The nursery is committed to safeguarding the health, safety, and wellbeing of all children in our care. Monitoring a child’s temperature is an important part of assessing their overall health and determining whether they are fit to remain at the nursery.
Monitoring Temperature                                                                                                                                       A child’s temperature will be checked if they appear unwell, display symptoms of illness, or following a concern raised by practitioner or parents. Temperatures will be taken using an appropriate, hygienic thermometer in line with infection control procedures.
High Temperature (Fever)                                                                                                                          A child is considered to have a fever if their temperature is 38°C or above.
If a child records a temperature of 38°C or above:
· Efforts will be made to cool the child by removing outer layers but leaving on vests, underwear and thin clothing, encouraging water to drink.
· Parents/guardians will be contacted to inform them of their child’s temperature. Where written parental consent has been provided on the admission form, parents may be asked whether they wish Calpol to be administered while arrangements are made for collection. Verbal consent over the telephone will not be accepted if not signed previously in writing on the child’s admission form
· The administration of Calpol will not be used to mask symptoms or as a means for a child to remain at nursery. A child with a high temperature is considered unwell, and parents/guardians will be asked to collect their child or make immediate arrangements for collection.
· The child will be made comfortable and closely supervised while awaiting collection.
· The child must remain at home until they are well enough to return and have been free from a high temperature for at least 24 hours without the use of medication, unless otherwise advised by a medical professional.
Medication and Temperature                                                                                                                     The nursery will not administer medication (Calpol) to reduce a child’s temperature unless written parental consent has been provided and in line with the nursery’s Medication Policy.
Safeguarding and Failure to Collect                                                                                                                            If a parent or guardian is unable or refuses to collect a child who has a high temperature, this will be managed in line with the nursery’s Failure to Collect and Safeguarding Policies.
Record Keeping                                                                                                                                                     All concerns regarding a child’s temperature, actions taken, and communication with parents will be recorded accurately and confidentially.
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